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PATHFINDER LAUNCHES GUIDES TO BUSINESS SUPPORT 

Research conducted by the Peak District Rural Pathfinder, discovered that unlike city-based organisations, many businesses based in Bakewell, Matlock or surrounding villages were missing out on everything from training to grants, because they were simply unaware of what support services were available to them.

As a result, the Pathfinder has now launched a series of guides which provide organisations in key industry sectors with information about the services, such as business support or training, available to help develop their business.  

There are seven guides available covering Engineering and Manufacturing; Learning, Training and Development; Land-based Business; Food and Tourism; Construction; Enterprising Communities; and the Creative Industries.

Each guide provides information and contact details for local authorities and public bodies, grant providers, organisations offering business and specialised support, colleges and training providers, business directories and public bodies.

The guides have been distributed across the whole of the Peak District, High Peak and Staffordshire Moorlands areas and can be found in Libraries, Job Centre Plus offices, Colleges, Buxton University Campus and shops.
Rob Jones, Peak District Rural Pathfinder Officer commented:

“There are a wealth of organisations based throughout the Peak District that provide the support to help businesses to develop and grow, but our research demonstrated that many organisations simply didn’t realise the help was available – and if they did, they were unsure about which organisation provided which service.

“There was also a perception that support was available for businesses based in cities and large towns, but not those based in rural communities.  This isn’t the case, but the perception may have grown up because towns and cities have better networks and so businesses are better informed about this type of support.  

“By launching these guides we hope to inform local businesses about the support that is available to them, so that they can access the services they need to take their business to the next level – and this in turn will help to support the wider economy within the Peak District,” added Rob.

The Peak District Rural Action Zone (RAZ) has been designated by Defra as one of eight national Rural Delivery Pathfinders. The Rural Action Zone area is made up of Derbyshire Dales, High Peak and parts of Staffordshire Moorlands and East Staffordshire.

The Pathfinders aim is to develop innovative ways of delivering services and funding that support enterprise amongst businesses and communities in the RAZ, as well as help to promote existing services to business available within the Peak District in a more accessible and user friendly way.

For further information, call Rob Jones, Peak District Rural Pathfinder Officer, on 01629 816267 or e-mail robert.jones@ddep.co.uk.  
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