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PEAK DISTRICT RURAL DELIVERY PATHFINDER

STAGES CELEBRATION EVENT
The Peak District Rural Delivery Pathfinder recently staged a celebration event at the Agricultural Business Centre in Bakewell to review its work to date and outline its plans for the future.

The Peak District Rural Pathfinder, which is part of a National Defra initiative, has implemented a wide range of initiatives to help encourage the growth of enterprise amongst rural businesses and communities throughout the Peak District Rural Action Zone area.

The event took the form of presentations and discussions, followed by a networking lunch.  

More than 70 representatives from key organisations from across the East and West Midlands including the Universities of Derby and Staffordshire, Defra, local authorities, Regional Development Agencies for the Midlands and other public and private sector organisations were welcomed to the event by Councillor Lewis Rose, chairman of The Peak District Rural Action Zone.  

Rob Jones, the Peak District rural delivery pathfinder officer, gave a presentation on the range of projects implemented by the Peak District Rural Delivery Pathfinder and outlined how it was supporting businesses through the provision of networking events, the launch of the new Peak Directions website, and the development of Pathfinder Guides. 

This was followed by short presentations demonstrating best practise on topics such as effective partnership working, cross boarder working between the East and West Midlands and simplified access to services that include publicly funded business support. 

Speaking about the event, Councillor Lewis Rose, chairman of The Peak District Rural Action Zone commented:  

“A key aim of the Peak District Rural Delivery Pathfinder has been to develop innovative ways of delivering services and funding that supports enterprise amongst businesses and communities within the RAZ.  Over the last 18 months, the Rural Pathfinder has developed a number of new initiatives, which are having a very positive impact on linking services together.  It has highlighted a number of key messages for the delivery of support to business and enterprise within rural settings, across regional boundaries and to disadvantaged areas.”   

Rob Jones, Peak District Rural Pathfinder Officer added:

“Over the last two years, we have worked closely with businesses and communities within the Rural Action Zone area to assess what support is most needed and to address these issues with effective and dynamic solutions that fit with the needs of rural people.”

“By taking the approach that effective practical solutions can then act to influence wider rural strategy and policy, we hope to influence and enhance the growth of enterprise amongst business and communities across the Rural Action Zone in ways that are accessible by all. We would like to thank everyone who attended the conference for their participation and we look forward to continued partnership working.” added Rob.

The Peak District Delivery Pathfinder is the Delivery Pathfinder for the Peak District area.  It is a Defra initiative and is one of eight Rural Delivery Pathfinders in England. The Peak District Pathfinder encompasses the areas of High Peak, Derbyshire Dales and parts of Staffordshire Moorlands and East Staffordshire.  
RAZ aims to create a high skills – high wage economy in the Peak District and plans to achieve this by improving the competitiveness of existing businesses; developing the growing knowledge economy; encouraging the development of creative industries; promoting high quality sustainable tourism and cultural development and developing the environmental economy.

For further information, call Rob Jones, Peak District Rural Pathfinder Officer, on 01629 816267 or e-mail robert.jones@ddep.co.uk.  
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