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PRESS RELEASE

IMMEDIATE

PATHFINDER BROKERS CROSS-BORDER PROTOCOL AGREEMENT 

The Peak District Rural Delivery Pathfinder has successfully brokered a cross-border Partnership Protocol Agreement for the Midlands .

The agreement, which has now been signed by more than 18 organisations from across both the East and West Midlands, aims to simplify access to and join up the promotion of services that support enterprise in the Peak District.

It was launched in Spring last year by the Peak District Rural Pathfinder to build links and partnerships between organisations working within the Rural Action Zone (RAZ) in a bid to enhance and streamline access to information.

The Pathfinder has worked closely with organisations across the Peak District, High Peak and Staffordshire Moorlands areas, which encompasses both the East and West Midlands to draw up the agreement.  And to date, more than 16 organisations have signed up to the scheme, making it one of the most comprehensive agreements of its kind in the Midlands.

Locally, organisations that have signed up to the agreement includes Peak District National Park Authority, Derbyshire Dales CVS and Natural England, which are all based in Bakewell, as well as Derby and Derby Economic Partnership (DDEP) Derbyshire County Council, National Farmers Union, East Midlands Business, emda and the Environment Agency.

These organisations have agreed to work in partnership to create a better understanding and knowledge of the services available, form stronger links to promote and enhance existing services and co-locate services wherever possible.  The Agreement also supports better ‘back-room working’, enabling the partners to identify gaps in the provision and avoid duplication, by raising awareness of the services each organisation provides and encouraging partner recommendation. 

Since the agreement was first launched, the Partners have funded two projects through the Pathfinder.  This includes the launch of Peak Directions, a sign posting website for services in the region and the creation of Pathfinder Pocket Guides, which allows those organisations without broadband access to obtain information about services specific for their industries.

The Partners are now looking to continue and extend the Partnership Protocol Agreement to cover the promotion and where applicable the creation of other rural services, such as transport and health, which didn’t form part of the Pathfinder’s remit.

Rob Jones, Peak District Rural Pathfinder Officer commented:

“There are a wealth of organisations based throughout the Peak District that provide support to help businesses and community groups to develop and grow - but we found that many of these organisations were working in isolation or had links with only a couple of other service providers.

“We decided to launch the Partnership Protocol Agreement to encourage best practice between these organisations, so that they could work together to promote their services, identify gaps in the provision and encourage recommendation rather than launching new services that duplicate those already available.

“I’m delighted that more than 18 organisations have signed up, making this a very comprehensive protocol agreements,” added Rob.

The Peak District Rural Action Zone (RAZ) has been designated by Defra as one of eight national Rural Delivery Pathfinders. The Rural Action Zone area is made up of Derbyshire Dales, High Peak and parts of Staffordshire Moorlands and East Staffordshire.

The Pathfinders aim is to develop innovative ways of delivering services and funding that support enterprise amongst businesses and communities in the RAZ, as well as help to promote existing services to business available within the Peak District in a more accessible and user friendly way.

For further information, call the Peak District Rural Pathfinder on 01629 816267.  
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NOTES FOR EDITORS

PARTNERS OF THE PEAK DISTRICT RURAL DELIVERY PATHFINDER

High Peak Borough Council

Advantage West Midlands

Staffordshire Moorlands Dist Council

Derbyshire Dales Dist Council

NFU

Government Offices for the East Midlands

Derby & Derbyshire Economic Partnership
Peak District National Park Authority

emda

Derbyshire Rural Community Council

Staffordshire County Council

Derbyshire County Council

Natural England

Derbyshire Dales CVS

Staffordshire Moorlands CVS

Environment Agency

East Staffordshire Borough Council

EMB Ltd

Derbyshire Dales and High Peak LSP

Staffordshire Moorlands LSP 

High Peak CVS 

ORGANISATIONS THAT HAVE SIGNED UP TO THE PROTOCOL AGREEMENT

Peak District National Park Authority

Derbyshire Dales District Council

Derbyshire Dales CVS

Staffordshire Moorlands CVS

High Peak CVS

High Peak Borough Council

Derby and Derbyshire Economic Partnership

Derbyshire County Council

Staffordshire County Council

Natural England

The Environment Agency

Derbyshire Rural Community Council

East Midlands Business

West Midlands Business Link

National Farmers Union 

the East Midlands Development Agency  
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