IMMEDIATE

PEAK DISTRICT RURAL DELIVERY PATHFINDER 

AWARDS FUNDS TO ENCOURAGE ENTERPRISE

An initiative which aims to encourage enterprise in the Peak District has awarded more than £30,000 of funding to projects that will support the development of businesses and communities in the region.

The Enterprise Fund, which was launched by the Peak District Rural Delivery Pathfinder earlier this year, has awarded grants of between £1,300 and £8,100 to Derby Arts Partnership, Young Enterprise East Midlands, the Ashbourne Partnership, Derbyshire Dales CVS and the Peak District National Park Authority.

The fund was set up to encourage people and non-profit making organisations in rural communities to develop new projects that encourage enterprise in the Peak District Rural Action Zone (RAZ).  

The largest grant of £8,100 was awarded to Derbyshire Arts Festival to allow it to develop a Festival Toolkit which will be available to businesses and enterprises looking to stage their own festivals and exhibitions.  The toolkit will contain information about how to organise effective and sustainable events.  This will encourage links between organisations staging festivals and accommodation providers and restaurants, which in turn will enhance the tourism offer in the Peak District.

Young Enterprise East Midlands has received a £7,250 grant to develop the Young Enterprise Primary Programme. The Programme, which builds on the existing Primary schools Programme currently being delivered across the region, exposes children aged between 5 and 11 to the basic concept of enterprise in order to encourage an entrepreneurial attitude.  It will allow the organisation to recruit a further ten business volunteers and extend the scheme to an additional five primary schools in the High Peak and Derbyshire Dales.  This will allow five businesses to develop their corporate social responsibility programmes and 315 children to develop their skills.

Ken Stewart, Chief Executive of Young Enterprise East Midlands, said:

“The Pathfinder grant will enable us to extend the work we do to primary schools in the Derbyshire Dales and High Peak area. The programmes bring the world of business into the classroom, help to foster positive school and business links and make a significant contribution to one of the key strands of the Regional Economic Strategy, which is to establish a culture of enterprise.”

The Ashbourne Partnership has received £7,762 to hold The Retail Survival Course, a pilot series of workshops for retailers in Ashbourne and the surrounding villages, which have been designed to boost their business potential.  Main Marketing PR Ltd, a specialist company has now conducted a mystery shopping exercise and delivered four tailored workshops to help retailers improve customer service and marketing.  The initiative will enable 15 local businesses to improve their performance over the next six months.

Derbyshire Dales CVS has also been allocated £3,502 to stage two Making It Happen events, which are designed to help voluntary and community organisations in the Peak District to identify how it can earn an income from its activities.  The events, which are also open to people who are looking to set-up community enterprises, will help more than 30 organisations improve their performances, so that they become less reliant on grant aid and donations.  
The Enterprise Fund has awarded £2,500 to the Peak District National Park Authority to enable them to build on their successful Environmental Quality Mark Project.  The team will be staging a workshop to demonstrate to businesses how they can raise awareness of their green credentials in order to expand their customer bases.

The organisation has also received a second grant of £1,300 and has staged a Taste The Peak District Event for café, restaurant and shop owners.  The event will give them the opportunity to find out more about local producers, the benefits of buying locally and how they can market these benefits to the consumer.  They will also have the opportunity to taste many of the products available.

Speaking about the grant awards, Rob Jones, Rural Pathfinder Officer, said:
 

“We launched the Enterprise Fund in a bid to support new projects and initiatives that will help encourage enterprise amongst businesses and communities based here in the Peak District, which in turn will help to strengthen the local economy.  

“When looking at the grant applications we tried to select organisations that not only met these aims, but also supported different sectors of the community – and we believe we have achieved this with the three successful organisations who will provide vital support and services for retail businesses, schools, and community and voluntary organisations,” added Rob. 

The Peak District Delivery Pathfinder is the Delivery Pathfinder for the Peak District area.  It is a Defra initiative and is one of eight Rural Delivery Pathfinders in England. The Peak District Pathfinder encompasses the areas of High Peak, Derbyshire Dales and parts of Staffordshire Moorlands and East Staffordshire.  
RAZ aims to create a high skills – high wage economy in the Peak District and plans to achieve this by improving the competitiveness of existing businesses; developing the growing knowledge economy; encouraging the development of creative industries; promoting high quality sutainable tourism and cultural development and developing the environmental economy.

NOTES FOR EDITORS

The ‘Green Marketing’ event will take place on the 27th November at the Farming Life Centre in Buxton.  The event will start at 11am and run until 2pm. Its open to businesses but only one person per business may go. To book a place, businesses should call Julie White on 07971 666474 or email Julie@juliew.co.uk 
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