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PRESS RELEASE

IMMEDIATE

Rural HUB WILL PROVIDE PEAK DISTRICT 

WITH A ONE-STOP-ADVICE-SHOP

After discovering that many businesses and community groups were unaware of the wealth of support available to them, the Peak District Rural Delivery Pathfinder has pioneered a new initiative, which will bring together a range of service providers under one roof.

The new Peak District Rural Hub, which is based at the Agricultural Business Centre (ABC) in Bakewell, provides a comprehensive range of public, private and voluntary sector guidance.

The existing office facilities are owned by Derbyshire Dales District Council and were occupied by Business Link, which moved out of the centre in 2007.  This has now been redeveloped by the Pathfinder and the Council to create a spacious modern office suite with accompanying staff facilities for use by the service providers.

The Hub will be co-ordinated by Derbyshire Dales Council for Voluntary Services (DDCVS) and will have a multi-agency focus; the centre is already home to the Peak District Land Management Advisory Service, County Council Social Services and Primary Care Trust Farming Health support.  
In addition, it will now house Derbyshire Dales Council for Voluntary Services (DDCVS), East Midlands Business, Nottingham Business Venture and Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Chamber, as well as Derbyshire Dales District Council First Stop Shop.

The co-location of business advice for SME’s and Start-Ups, together with the community support services provided by the CVS, will ensure that the hub can serve the interests of Peak District residents and businesses alike. 

And thanks to the versatile event and exhibition space at the ABC, it is anticipated that the site will continue to grow and will also act as the first point of contact for people visiting or moving into the region for the first time.

Speaking about the Rural Co-location Hub, Rob Jones, Peak District Rural Pathfinder Officer commented:
“I am delighted to announce the launch of the Peak District Rural Hub – it has long been the vision of the Pathfinder to bring agencies together so that they can work in partnership to advise and support businesses and community groups and with the hub, we’ve finally achieved this.

“I’m certain that by housing these services together, many more businesses and community groups will take advantage of the advice and guidance available in order to further develop and grow their organisations.

“For instance, a businesses will have the opportunity to speak to one organisation about business development and then have a meeting with another about whether there are grants available to help put those plans into action – essentially this initiative is not about launching new services but making existing ones more accessible,” added Rob.

The Peak District Rural Action Zone (RAZ) has been designated by Defra as one of eight national Rural Delivery Pathfinders. The Rural Action Zone area is made up of Derbyshire Dales, High Peak and parts of Staffordshire Moorlands and East Staffordshire.

The Pathfinders aim is to develop innovative ways of delivering services and funding that support enterprise amongst businesses and communities in the RAZ, as well as help to promote existing services to business available within the Peak District in a more accessible and user friendly way.

For further information, call the Peak District Rural Pathfinder on 01629 816267.  
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